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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to correspondence filed 05/30/2008 regarding 
application 10/540920. Claims 1, 5, 13, 22, and 26 were amended and claims 1-32 are 
pending in the application and have been considered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-32 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection, with the exception of argument F. on 
page 13 of the remarks filed 05/30/2008, which states that in Poch, "there is no default 
of primary language, and no automated assignment based on characteristics of the 
user, since all languages are pre-programmed in the wand or receiver." The examiner 
respectfully disagrees. 

Poch discloses a principal language, and wherein said language choice of a 
respective person comprises said principal language where said person has not 
indicated a language choice (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being associated with 
a message identification datum and translations... receivers programmed to receive 
message in one language and reprogrammable to receive translated messages in 
another language). Thus unless the receivers are reprogrammed in response to the 
user selecting a language, they receive the original message in the principal language. 
This means that users who have not selected a language (a characteristic of the users) 
are automatically assigned the principal language, since everyone is assigned the 
principal language and has the option to change it to a translated one. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rankin et al. (2002/0135515). 

With respect to claim 1 , Rankin suggests a multi-language communication 
method for concurrently providing communications in at least one of a plurality of 
selectable languages from a source to each of a plurality of persons having respective 
identifiable locations ([0029], a basestation beacon provides public address 
announcements in different user-terminal-selectable languages to transport beacons in 
identifiable geographic locations, [0033], transmitting to user terminals suggests 
concurrent communications with more than one terminal used by more than one 
passenger), and discloses: 

electronically providing to each of said persons at a respective identifiable 
location access to a plurality of language options ([0029], a basestation beacon 
communicates with transport beacons in geographic locations which offer different user- 
terminal-selectable languages, [0033], transmitting to user terminals); 

electronically receiving from each of one or more of said persons an indication of 
a respective choice of language chosen by said respective person from said language 
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options for said respective identifiable location ([0029] base station receives preference 
from user terminals in order to transmit information in user-terminal-selectable 
languages); 

Rankin suggests storing said language choices in a database in conjunction with 
said respective identifiable locations ([0029], (user data and geographical positions are 
stored, which suggests that the chosen language is part of the user data and is also 
stored, since it is used for generating customized languages announcements, etc.); and 

Rankin discloses making said language choices accessible by one or more 
applications so that said applications can when operated selectively provide output to 
each respective person in the respective language choice at said respective identifiable 
location ([0029], public address, news announcements, and adverts are provided in the 
chosen language, [0033] in response to present geographical location). 

With respect to claim 22, Rankin suggests multi-language communication 
method for communicating concurrently with a plurality of passengers in at least one of 
a plurality of selectable languages from a source to each of said plurality of passengers 
having respective identifiable locations ([0029], a basestation beacon provides public 
address announcements in different user-terminal-selectable languages to transport 
beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], transmitting to user terminals 
suggests concurrent communications with more than one terminal used by more than 
one passenger), comprising the following steps disclosed by Rankin: 
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electronically providing to each of said passengers access to a plurality of 
language options ([0029], a base station beacon communicates with transport beacons 
in geographic locations which offer different user-terminal-selectable languages, [0033], 
transmitting to user terminals); 

electronically receiving from each of one or more of said persons an indication of 
a respective choice of language chosen by said respective person from said language 
options for delivery at a respective identifiable location ([0029] base station receives 
preference from user terminals in order to transmit information in user-terminal- 
selectable languages); and 

providing to each of said passengers who has chosen a language access to 
content in his or her respective language of choice at a respective identifiable location 
([0029], public address is provided in the chosen language, [0033], advertisements are 
delivered to each user terminal). 

5. Claims 2-5, 7, 1 2, 1 3, 1 7, 20, 21 , 23-26, and 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Rankin et al. (2002/0135515) in view of Poch 
(5,152,003). 

With respect to claim 5, Rankin suggests a multi-language communication 
method for making an announcement concurrently in at least one of a plurality of 
selectable languages to a plurality of persons having respective identifiable locations 
([0029], a basestation beacon provides public address announcements in different user- 
terminal-selectable languages to transport beacons in identifiable geographic locations, 
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[0033], transmitting to user terminals suggests concurrent communications with more 
than one terminal used by more than one passenger), and discloses: 

providing to each of said persons electronic access to a plurality of language 
options ([0029], a basestation beacon communicates with transport beacons in 
geographic locations which offer different user-terminal-selectable languages, [0033], 
transmitting to user terminals); 

receiving from each of one or more of said persons an electronic indication of a 
respective choice of language chosen by said respective person from said language 
options ([0029] base station receives preference from user terminals in order to transmit 
information in user-terminal-selectable languages); 

electronically making said announcement in the form of a public announcement 
over a public address system ([0029], public address or advertisements are provided in 
the chosen language); and 

electronically making said announcement available to each person who has 
indicated a language choice in the form of a personal announcement over a respective 
personal address system in said respective language choice at said respective 
identifiable location ([0029], public address is provided in the chosen language, [0033], 
advertisements are delivered to each user terminal, so they are personally addressed); 

whereby a respective person who has chosen a language can access said 
personal announcement in their respective language choice by means of their 
respective personal address system at a respective identifiable location ([0029], a 
basestation beacon provides public address announcements in different user-terminal- 
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selectable languages to transport beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], 
transmitting to user terminals). 

Rankin does not specifically mention a principal language. 

Poch discloses a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being 
associated with a message identification datum and translations). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin to include a principal language as taught by 
Poch, in order to avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not desired 
by a user. 

With respect to claim 13, Rankin discloses multi-language communication 
system for making an announcement to a plurality of persons in at least one of a 
plurality of selectable languages from a source to each of said plurality of persons at a 
respective identifiable location ([0029], a basestation beacon provides public address 
announcements in different user-terminal-selectable languages to transport beacons in 
identifiable geographic locations, [0033], transmitting to user terminals), comprising: 

a database for storing a respective language choice of each of said persons on 
the basis of said respective identifiable location ([0029], user data and geographical 
positions are stored in storage which is a database since it stores associated data 
fields); 
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a public address system for making said announcement in the form of a public 
announcement ([0029], public address or advertisements are provided in the chosen 
language); and 

a plurality of personal address systems, each for making said announcement 
available to a respective person in the form of a personal announcement in the 
respective language choice of that respective person at a respective identifiable location 
([0029], public address is provided in the chosen language, [0033], advertisements are 
delivered to each user terminal, so they are personally addressed); 

a control system operable to select each of said personal announcements on the 
basis of said public announcement and said language choices, and to direct select each 
of said personal announcements to the corresponding personal address system of each 
respective person at a respective identifiable location ([0029], a basestation beacon 
provides public address announcements in different user-terminal-selectable languages 
to transport beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], transmitting to user 
terminals, thereby making it a personal announcement in the chosen language); 

whereby each of said persons can access said personal announcement in their 
respective language choice ([0033], transmitting to user terminals, thereby making it a 
personal announcement in the chosen language). 

Rankin does not specifically mention a principal language, and wherein said 
language choice of a respective person comprises said principal language where said 
person has not indicated a language choice. 
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Poch discloses a principal language, and wherein said language choice of a 
respective person comprises said principal language where said person has not 
indicated a language choice (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being associated with 
a message identification datum and translations... receivers programmed to receive 
message in one language). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin to include a principal language, and wherein 
said language choice of a respective person comprises said principal language where 
said person has not indicated a language choice, in order to avoid needlessly or 
arbitrarily translating into a language not desired by a user. 

With respect to claim 26, Rankin suggests a multi-language communication 
system for communicating concurrently with a plurality of passengers in at least one of a 
plurality of selectable languages from a source to each of said plurality of passengers 
having respective identifiable locations ([0029], a basestation beacon provides public 
address announcements in different user-terminal-selectable languages to transport 
beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], transmitting to user terminals 
suggests concurrent communications with more than one terminal used by more than 
one passenger), and discloses: 

Rankin suggests a database for storing a respective language choice of each of 
said passengers on the basis of said respective identifiable locations ([0029], user data 
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(which suggests language choice) and geographical positions are stored which is a 
database since it stores associated data fields); 

Rankin further discloses a control system operable to retrieve said language 
choices from said database and operable to provide each of said passengers with 
access to content in his or her respective language of choice ([0029], user data is 
stored in storage and retrieved for providing passengers content in respective language 
choices); 

a plurality of output devices ([0029] user terminals), each assigned to a 
respective passenger for providing said content to said respective passenger in his or 
her respective language of choice or, at a respective identifiable location ([0029], 
personalized services and adverts suggests each passenger has a user terminal). 

Rankin does not specifically mention if no language was chosen by a respective 
passenger, providing in a principal language. 

Poch discloses if no language was chosen by a respective passenger, providing 
in a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being associated with a 
message identification datum and translations... receivers programmed to receive 
message in one language). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin such that if no language was chosen by a 
respective passenger, providing in a principal language, in order to avoid needlessly or 
arbitrarily translating into a language not desired by a user. 
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With respect to claim 2, Rankin does not specifically mention those of said 
persons who do not choose a language are assigned a language choice being a 
principal language. 

Poch discloses those of said persons who do not choose a language are 
assigned a language choice being a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one 
language being associated with a message identification datum and 
translations... receivers programmed to receive message in one language). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin such that those of said persons who do not 
choose a language are assigned a language choice being a principal language as 
taught by Poch, in order to avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not 
desired by a user. 

With respect to claim 3, Rankin discloses said application is an announcement 
system for making an announcement in the form of a public announcement over a 
public address system ([0029], system provides public address announcements); and 

making said announcement available to each person who has indicated a 
language choice in the form of a personal announcement over a respective personal 
address system in said respective language choice ([0029], a basestation beacon 
provides public address announcements in different user-terminal-selectable languages 
to transport beacons in identifiable geographic locations, [0033], transmitting to user 
terminals, thereby making it a personal announcement in the chosen language); 
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whereby a respective person who has chosen a language can access said 
personal announcement in their respective language choice by means of their 
respective personal address system ( [0033], transmitting to user terminals, thereby 
making it a personal announcement in the chosen language). 

Rankin does not specifically mention a principal language. 

Poch discloses a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being 
associated with a message identification datum and translations). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin to include a principal language as taught by 
Poch, in order to avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not desired 
by a user. 

With respect to claim 4, Rankin discloses said application is an announcement 
system for making an announcement in the form of a public announcement by means of 
a public announcement system, wherein said announcement is presented by means of 
said public announcement system in at least each language choice ([0029], a 
basestation beacon provides public address announcements in different user-terminal- 
selectable languages, so the announcement will be made in each chosen language). 



With respect to claim 7, Rankin does not specifically mention said personal 
announcement comprises a prerecorded audio translation of said announcement in the 
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respective language choice of a respective person, played over one or more personal 
loudspeakers located proximate said respective person. 

Poch discloses a personal announcement comprises a prerecorded audio 
translation of an announcement in a respective language choice of a respective person, 
played over one or more personal loudspeakers located proximate said respective 
person (Fig 2, Speaker, Col 3 lines 65-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin such that a personal announcement 
comprises a prerecorded audio translation of an announcement in a respective 
language choice of a respective person, played over one or more personal 
loudspeakers located proximate said respective person, in order to provide easy access 
for retrieval of the messages, as suggested by Poch (Col 4 lines 3-5). 

With respect to claim 12, Rankin does not specifically mention making said 
announcement available to each of said persons who has not indicated a language 
choice in the form of a personal announcement over a personal address system in said 
principal language. 

Poch discloses making said announcement available to each of said persons 
who has not indicated a language choice in the form of a personal announcement over 
a personal address system in said principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one 
language being associated with a message identification datum and 
translations... receivers programmed to receive message in one language). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin by making said announcement available to 
each of said persons who has not indicated a language choice in the form of a personal 
announcement over a personal address system in said principal language, in order to 
avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not desired by a user. 

With respect to claim 17, Rankin does not specifically mention a prerecorded 
audio translation of the announcement in each available language choice, and is 
configured to play the appropriate audio translation corresponding to the respective 
language choice of a respective person over one or more personal loudspeakers 
located proximate said respective person. 

Poch discloses a prerecorded audio translation of the announcement in each 
available language choice, and is configured to play the appropriate audio translation 
corresponding to the respective language choice of a respective person over one or 
more personal loudspeakers located proximate said respective person (Fig 2, Speaker, 
Col 3 lines 65-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin such that a prerecorded audio translation of 
the announcement in each available language choice, and is configured to play the 
appropriate audio translation corresponding to the respective language choice of a 
respective person over one or more personal loudspeakers located proximate said 



Application/Control Number: 10/540,920 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2626 

respective person, in order to provide easy access for retrieval of the messages, as 
suggested by Poch (Col 4 lines 3-5). 

With respect to claim 20, Rankin does not specifically mention a console having 
a display and a data entry device for each of said persons for providing said language 
options to each of said persons and to allow each respective person to select said 
language option. 

Poch discloses a console having a display and a data entry device for each of 
said persons for providing said language options to each of said persons and to allow 
each respective person to select said language option (Col 7 lines 58-69). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin to include a console having a display and a 
data entry device for each of said persons for providing said language options to each 
of said persons and to allow each respective person to select said language option, in 
order to allow convenient access for reprogramming, as suggested by Poch (Col 8 
lines 7-9). 

With respect to claim 21 , Rankin does not specifically mention a console having 
a display and a data entry device for each of said persons, each of said consoles 
providing access to a plurality of predefined service request options, so that each of 
said persons can request the corresponding service by means of said console. 
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Poch discloses a console having a display and a data entry device for each of 
said persons, each of said consoles providing access to a plurality of predefined service 
request options, so that each of said persons can request the corresponding service by 
means of said console (Col 7 lines 58-69, requesting information in a number of 
predefined languages by selecting a language). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin to include a console having a display and a 
data entry device for each of said persons, each of said consoles providing access to a 
plurality of predefined service request options, so that each of said persons can request 
the corresponding service by means of said console, in order to address difficulties in 
providing information in different languages, as suggested by Poch (Col 1 lines 25-30). 

With respect to claim 23, Rankin does not specifically mention providing to each 
of said passengers who has not chosen a language access to content in a principal 
language. 

Poch discloses providing to each of said passengers who has not chosen a 
language access to content in a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language 
being associated with a message identification datum and translations... receivers 
programmed to receive message in one language). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin by providing to each of said passengers who 
has not chosen a language access to content in a principal language, as taught by 



Application/Control Number: 10/540,920 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2626 

Poch, in order to avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not desired 
by a user. 

With respect to claim 24, Rankin discloses said content comprises promotional 
material ([0029], adverts are provided). 

With respect to claim 25, Rankin discloses providing at least one announcement 
to each of said passengers by means of a personal address system, wherein said 
announcement is in the respective language of choice of each passenger ([0033], 
transmitting to user terminals, thereby making it a personal announcement in the 
chosen language). 

With respect to claim 28, Rankin suggests said output device is a display, an 
audio output device, or both a display and an audio output device ([0033], advertising 
material, e.g. has to be either auditory or visual, [0003], PDAs and Laptops contain 
audio and video output devices). 

With respect to claim 29, Rankin suggests said announcement comprises visual 
material displayable for each respective passenger on a display assigned to that 
respective passenger device ([0003], PDAs and Laptops contain video output devices). 
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With respect to claim 30, Rankin suggests said announcement comprises an 
audio announcement directed for each respective passenger to an audio output 
assigned to that respective passenger, whereby each passenger can listen to said 
announcement ([0033], advertising material, e.g. has to be either auditory or visual, 
[0003], PDAs and Laptops contain audio output devices). 

With respect to claim 31 , Rankin discloses a public address system for making 
said announcement in the form of a public announcement to said passengers ([0029], a 
basestation beacon provides public address announcements). 

Rankin does not specifically mention a principal language. 

Poch discloses a principal language (Col 2-3 lines 59-10, one language being 
associated with a message identification datum and translations). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin to include a principal language, in order to 
avoid needlessly or arbitrarily translating into a language not desired by a user. 

6. Claims 6, 1 6, 27, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rankin et al. (2002/0135515) in view of Poch (5,152,003), in further 
view of Li etal. (6,205,418). 

With respect to claims 6, 16, and 27, Rankin and Poch do not specifically 
mention making said respective language choices accessible by an attendant so that 
said attendant can anticipate the language needs of a respective person. 
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Li discloses making said respective language choices accessible by an attendant 
so that said attendant can anticipate the language needs of a respective person 
(Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and Poch by making said respective 
language choices accessible by an attendant so that said attendant can anticipate the 
language needs of a respective person, as taught by Li, in order to increase 
marketability in the international sector, as suggested by Li (Col 1 lines 13-15). 

With respect to claim 32, Rankin and Poch do not specifically mention the system 
is operable to receive said language choices from an operator who has received the 
respective language choices from one or more of the passengers. 

Li discloses the system is operable to receive said language choices from an 
operator who has received the respective language choices (Abstract). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and Poch such that the system is operable 
to receive said language choices from an operator who has received the respective 
language choices, as taught by Li, for reasons similar to those of claim 6. 

7. Claims 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rankin et al. (2002/0135515) in view of Poch (5,152,003), in further view of Glenn 
(6,434,518). 
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With respect to claim 8, Rankin discloses a personal announcement ([0029], 
public address is provided in the chosen language, [0033], advertisements are 
delivered to each user terminal, so they are personally addressed). 

Poch discloses a prerecorded audio translation in the language choice of a 
respective person (Col 4 lines 31-37). 

Rankin and Poch do not specifically mention the personal announcement is 
accessible by means of a headphone or ear-piece output allocated to said respective 
person, whereby said respective person can access said personal announcement by 
means of a headset connected to said output. 

Glenn discloses a message is accessible by means of a headphone or ear-piece 
output allocated to a respective person, whereby a respective person can access said 
personal announcement by means of a headset connected to said output (Col 3 lines 
40-42). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and Poch such that the personal 
announcement is accessible by means of a headphone or ear-piece output allocated to 
said respective person, whereby said respective person can access said personal 
announcement by means of a headset connected to said output, in order to avoid 
disturbing others by using loudspeakers. 
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With respect to claim 10, Rankin discloses a personal announcement ([0029], 
public address is provided in the chosen language, [0033], advertisements are 
delivered to each user terminal, so they are personally addressed). 

Rankin and Poch do not specifically mention said personal announcement 
comprises a prerecorded text translation of said announcement in the language choice 
of a respective person, accessible by means of a display allocated to said respective 
person, whereby said respective person can read said personal announcement on said 
display. 

Glenn discloses a message comprises a prerecorded text translation of the 
message in the language choice of a respective person, accessible by means of a 
display allocated to said respective person, whereby said respective person can read 
said message on said display (Fig. 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and Poch such that said personal 
announcement comprises a prerecorded text translation of said announcement in the 
language choice of a respective person, accessible by means of a display allocated to 
said respective person, whereby said respective person can read said personal 
announcement on said display, in order to avoid disturbing others by using 
loudspeakers. 
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8. Claims 9, 11, 14, 15, 18, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rankin et al. (2002/0135515) in view of Poch (5,152,003), in further 
view of Kumano (5,978,754). 

With respect to claims 1 1 and 19, Rankin discloses forming a personal 
announcement ([0029], public address or advertisements are provided in the chosen 
language). 

Rankin and Poch do not specifically mention real-time translation of a text 
announcement and making said personal announcement accessible by means of a 
display allocated to said respective person, whereby said respective person can read 
said personal announcement on said display 

Kumano discloses textual real-time translation, (Col 5 lines 25-30), and making 
the translation accessible by means of a display, whereby a person can read the 
translation on said display (Fig 1, translated sentence display section 107). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and Poch such that said announcement is a 
text announcement and said method includes translating said announcement by real- 
time computer translation into the respective language choice of a respective person to 
form said personal announcement, and making said personal announcement accessible 
by means of a display allocated to said respective person, whereby said respective 
person can read said personal announcement on said display, as taught by Kumano, in 
order to avoid storing translations in advance. 
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With respect to claim 14, Rankin and Poch do not specifically mention a real-time 
translation module for providing any one or more of: text to text, text to voice, voice to 
voice, and voice to text real- time translation, so that said system can provide real-time 
translations of said announcement. 

Kumano discloses a real-time translation module for providing text to text real- 
time translation (Col 5 lines 25-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and Poch to include a real-time translation 
module for providing text to text real- time translation, for reasons similar to those of 
claim 11. 

With respect to claim 15, Rankin and Poch do not specifically mention said 
module comprises a server provided with real-time translation software. 

Kumano discloses a module comprises a server provided with real-time 
translation software (Fig 1, Col 5 lines 25-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin and Poch such that a module comprises a 
server provided with real-time translation software, for reasons similar to those of claim 
11. 
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With respect to claims 9 and 18, Rankin does not specifically mention a personal 
announcement comprises a prerecorded audio translation of an announcement in a 
respective language choice of a respective person, played over one or more personal 
loudspeakers located proximate said respective person. 

Poch discloses a personal announcement comprises a prerecorded audio 
translation of an announcement in a respective language choice of a respective person, 
played over one or more personal loudspeakers located proximate said respective 
person (Fig 2, Speaker, Col 3 lines 65-67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the invention of Rankin such that a personal announcement 
comprises a prerecorded audio translation of an announcement in a respective 
language choice of a respective person, played over one or more personal 
loudspeakers located proximate said respective person, in order to provide easy access 
for retrieval of the messages, as suggested by Poch (Col 4 lines 3-5). 

Rankin and Poch do not specifically mention a real-time translation module. 

Kumano discloses a real-time translation module (Col 5 lines 25-30). 

It would have been further obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the invention of Rankin and Poch to include a real-time 
translation module, in order to translate messages that are not stored in memory. 
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Conclusion 

1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jesse Pullias whose telephone number is 
571/270-5135. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 

3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Hudspeth can be reached on 571/272-7843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571/270-6135. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Jesse S Pullias/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



8/29/2008 



/Talivaldis Ivars Smite/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2626 



